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DBQ(s) or service(s): DBa Medical Opinion 

Addendum to Examination Dated: 10/06/22 

Requested Clarification: 

DBa Medical Opinion 

Please have the previous examiner provide an addendum to the examination he or she conducted on the Veteran. 

ADDENDUM REPORT 

While the submitted MO defining tremor is appreciated, the issue of loss of use is still at hand. The examiner is asked for a description of the remaining 
function of each extremity, so we may determine if there is a loss of use. 
The examiner is advised that for VA purposes loss of use is defined as when function is no better than if the hand or foot were amputated and replaced by 
prosthesis. The examiner is also requested to provide their response in a narrative format as it may be used for future administrative purposes. 

Clarification Response: 

The Veteran's claim file was reviewed. 

Addendum: 
The Veteran is a 68 year old male who was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease in 2013 after he was unable to complete his simulation training as a pilot. 
He subsequently had to retire from his work as a pilot. The Veteran is currently service connected for Parkinson disease with bradykinesia, tremors, 
muscle rigidity. During the Disability Assessment Examination there were significant objection findings related to the progression of his Parkinson's 
disease. He was noted to have a right and left moderate resting tremor that was greater on the right than the left. The tremors prevented deliberate 
movements such as an attempt to grasp the wheelchair arms in efforts to scoot forward or backward in the seat. There was cogwheel rolling at the both 
wrist which impaired his ability to do fine motor movement like hold a pin and button a sweater. All functions his wife did for him. The bilateral lower 
extremity rigidity, stiffness, poor coordination and neuropathy prevents the Veteran for standing unassisted. Standing requires a 2 person assist to support 
the Veteran weight and prevent falling. Veteran was noted to speak in a monotone voice during assessment. 

The Medical Literature consistently reports that: The symptoms of Parkinson's and the rate of progression differ among individuals. Early symptoms of this 
disease are subtle and occur gradually. For example, people may feel mild tremors or have difficulty getting out of a chair. They may notice that they 
speak too softly, or that their handwriting is slow and looks cramped or small. Friends or family members may be the first to notice changes in someone 
with early Parkinson's. They may see that the person's face lacks expression and animation, or that the person does not move an arm or leg normally. 
After review of the Veterans C:File, neurology reports and medical history the symptoms that were presented during this examination appear to be a 
progression of the Veteran SC condition of Parkinson disease with bradykinesia, tremors, muscle rigidity which has resulted in a loss of use of bilateral 
upper and lower extremities. 

https:/Iwww.nia.nih.gov/health/parkinsons-
disease#:-:text=Symptoms%20usually%20begin%20gradually%20and, %2C%20memory%20difficulties%2C%20and%20fatigue. 

https:llwww.parkinson.org/understanding-parkinsons/what-is-parkinsons/stages 

People with Parkinson's disease often develop a parkinsonian gait that includes a tendency to lean forward; take small, quick steps; and reduce swinging 
their arms. They also may have trouble initiating or continuing movement. 

Symptoms often begin on one side of the body or even in one limb on one side of the body. As the disease progresses, it eventually affects both sides. 
However, the symptoms may still be more severe on one side than on the other. 

Therefore after careful examination and review of the Medical Literature, the Veteran has had progression of Parkinson's Disease and a loss of use of 
bilateral upper and lower extremities. 
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Okay. So what part of loss of use don't you get, folks?
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